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ANGLICAN PARISH OF LAMBTON 
 

St John the Baptist 

Lambton 

26th July 2020 

 
 

Locum:  

Reverend Paul Robertson 

Phone: 04 1596 3030 

Email:  
paulstruanrobertson@gmail.com 

 

Rector’s Warden:  Daphney Whelan 

Phone:   49 525 526 

Address:  18 Morehead Street, LAMBTON  NSW  2299 

Website:  www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au 

Parish Email: admin@lambtonanglicanparish.com.au  

Our Parish is on Facebook 
 

BSB 705-077- Account No 40391 

   

Today’s Scripture Readings – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Old Testament – Genesis 29, 15-28 

Psalm – 105, 1-11 

New Testament – Romans 8, 26-39 

Gospel – Matthew 13, 44-58 
 

Readings for 2nd August 2020 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Old Testament – Genesis 32, 22-31 

Psalm – 17, 1-7, 16 

New Testament – Romans 9, 1-8 

Gospel – Matthew 14, 13-21 

 

  

   

http://www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au/
mailto:admin@lambtonanglicanparish.com.au
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Welcome to Parish News! 

A personal message from the Locum. 

As my time as Locum ends on the 31st July 2020, I wish to express my 

thanks to the Parish for the opportunity to serve as your Locum over 

the past four months. 

I particularly wish to thank the Executive, Wardens, Daphney 

Whelan, Gina Parslow and Bob Whelan, and Christine Walker, Parish 

Secretary, and Jim Parslow, Parish Treasurer, who were co-opted to 

assist.  We are indeed blessed to have such a conscientious team 

currently administering the Parish.   

My thanks also to Chris Lewis who has continued to prepare the text 

of our Sunday Services for circulation, both online and offline.  A vital 

link in the chain of command! 

It has meant that a great responsibility has fallen on the few, at a 

time when major changes occurred during the pandemic. It is a 

tribute to them that the Parish has held together so strongly under 

such historic and exceptional circumstances. 

 

Recent History 

You will recall, that following the retirement of Reverend Maree 

Armstrong as Rector on the 19th January 2020, the Reverend Les 

Forester took over as Locum on the 26th January 2020.  He resigned 

due to ill health on the 15th March 2020.   

On the 16th March 2020, I was appointed Locum. 

 

From Rev Paul Robertson 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://rosarubicondior.blogspot.com/2012/07/no-faith-in-bible.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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On the 18th March 2020, at the direction of the Bishop, all Anglican 

churches in the Diocese were closed due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. On Sunday 22nd March 2020, the text of a Service of Holy 

Communion, including a sermon and intercessions was sent to those 

parishioners on email, with the text going to those offline by letter 

box drop.  The following Sunday, 29th March 2020, a pre-recorded 

Service of Holy Communion, including the sermon and intercessions 

was sent out online through Zoom technology, and this continued 

throughout April and May, and included Services during Holy Week.  

Copies of Services were also delivered by letter box drop to those 

offline. With the easing of restrictions, the Sunday 9am Holy 

Communion Services resumed in St. John’s Church on 7th June 2020, 

with Services again recorded, and sent out online shortly after 10am.  

Copies of the text of the Services continue to be sent out online, and 

delivered by letter box drop, including a CD of the Service, if 

requested. 

 

The Present 

With 38 persons only permitted at any one time in the church, 

(because of the size of our building,) it is recognised that the 

recording of Services to send out online, and through letter box 

drop, needs to continue. Parishioners should still be able to join in 

worship, even when it is not possible to be physically present. It is 

also recognised that there are parishioners who are not ready to 

return to public worship, and we must be sensitive to those whose 

health and age places them in the vulnerable category.  Restrictions 

are still in place and need to be observed. The Online outreach has 

also meant that others have joined us each Sunday, from all over 

Australia and overseas, so the Parish has grown beyond its 

geographical boundary! 
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A Special Thank You 

None of this would have been possible without the technical skill of 

one parishioner, Rob Lewis.  He has made himself available to ensure 

we could reach out and communicate with new technology, 

including transmission to the hall for an overflow congregation 

attending a funeral.  Rob is being assisted by Beau Unwin, and we 

thank them both for the crucial role they have played, and continue 

to play, in helping the Parish adapt and adjust to the “New Normal”. 

Finally, as parishioners of Lambton, my wife Noreen and I look 

forward to resuming our seats among you as members of the 

congregation.  We will now be taking a break, and intend to spend 

some time away, visiting family and friends. We thank God for the 

opportunity given, to serve at such an unusual and unexpected time 

in our World, God’s World. 

With our prayerful good wishes, 

Paul and Noreen Robertson. 

 

A New Locum 

The Reverend Chris Bullock will commence as the new Locum on the 

1st August 2020, concluding on the 30th September 2020. 

 

Services at St. John’s Church. 

Last Sunday 34 people attended our 9am Holy Communion Service. 

There is space for a maximum of 38 people. Messages have been 

received from those joining us online, from near and far, (yes, from 

London, England).  All, without exception, express their thanks and 

appreciation for the Parish’s ministry. 

 

Booking Essential 

It is important to register your intention to attend Sunday Worship, 

by phoning the Parish phone number 49571073.  Your name and 

phone number will be recorded in case a follow up is required. This 
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proved necessary in a church in Sydney where an attendee returned 

a positive test result. If for some reason you have registered to 

attend, and you are unable to do so, please let the Parish know, 

using the Parish phone number, so the space can be made available 

to another. 

 

A Reminder of Ongoing Restrictions 

 1.5 metre distancing at all times. 

 On entering the church, ensure your name is checked off on 

the list. 

 Use the provided hand sanitiser. 

 Place your Offertory in the plate at the door. 

 Softly spoken responses. 

 Hum the hymns. 

 The Peace is a wave. (No handshaking.) 

 Communion is in one kind. (Bread.) 

 Precinct to be cleared 15 minutes after the Service 

concludes. 

 

Worship Together 

The small changes at the 9am Sunday Holy Communion are working 

well: 

 The Psalm appears on the screen and the congregation 

replies with the second half of the verses. 

 Readers approach the lectern and return via the centre aisle. 

 Reception at communion is in single file, queuing on your 

left, and returning on your left, observing the 1.5 metre 

distance rule. 

 

The Hub 

As a result of a meeting held on Zoom, the Bishop requested the 

Parishes of Lambton, New Lambton and Kotara South consider an 
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ongoing conversation into exploring and expressing co-operation. To 

enable this to happen, the Bishop is establishing a Cluster Council 

with oversight for implementing this proposal.  Three 

representatives from each of the three parishes will make up the 

Council, and it will operate for a period of 12 months, and then be 

reviewed.  

At a special meeting of Parish Council, held on Sunday the 19th July 

2020, the following parishioners, who had agreed to be nominated 

by the Executive, were appointed as the Lambton representatives to 

the Cluster Council.  They are: 

Bronwyn Lewis 

Noreen Robertson 

Beau Unwin 

We thank them for their willingness to serve, and pledge our 

prayerful support for their endeavours. 

 

Mainly Music 

As part of the move towards co-operation through a Lambton/New 

Lambton/Kotara South hub, the Executive is exploring the possibility 

of establishing a Mainly Music group at Lambton.  New Lambton and 

Kotara South both have Mainly Music groups functioning in their 

parishes, though in recess due to the pandemic. Rebecca Bishop 

from the New Lambton Parish, who has had 15 years experience 

with Mainly Music, has offered to introduce and lead its introduction 

at Lambton.  It would need local support. 

 

Wardens Report 

It has been a hive of activity at the Rectory and the Church in the 

past week as renovations and repairs are being carried out. The 

Executive inspected the works, and it was gratifying to see 

tradesmen give a firsthand report on progress and taking great pride 

in their work.  Smiles all round! 
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Rectory:   

 a new ensuite off the upstairs master bedroom. Work 

completed. 

 Kitchen exhaust fan (delay in delivery). 

 Security Screen door (ordered). 

 Dishwasher (ordered). 

 

Church: 

 Repairs to the roof.  Completed. 

 Digging the rubble drain. In progress. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Income last week  $     947.00 

Expenditure last week  $  3,083.74 

General Account balance $14,352.68 

 

Hall Hire 

The first groups hiring the hall on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays have returned! Sections of the hall have been 

petitioned off, but there is still plenty of room in the auditorium 

area. Thanks go to Daphney Whelan who is the letting agent liaising 

with those groups preparing to return to hiring the hall. 

 

Cleaning 

We are still in need of volunteers to help clean the church and hall.  

Please contact Warden Gina Parslow on the parish phone number if 

you think you can help. 
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The Reverend Les Forester 

Les is making good progress following surgery and he and Jennifer 

thank you for your ongoing prayers. 

 

Arthur George 

Arthur is recovering from surgery and has requested prayer. 

 

The Late Patricia Scully 

Pat’s Funeral was held in St. John’s Church on Tuesday 14th July 2020. 

Archdeacon Arthur Copeman conducted the Service, and the Locum 

gave the Address.  COVID19 regulations for funerals meant that 50 

people were permitted in the church, sitting in household groups.  

Our thanks go to a number of parishioners who were involved in 

preparations, and who took part and/or attended the Service: 

Warden Gina Parslow who co-ordinated arrangements; Rob Lewis 

who enabled an audio/visual transmission to the overflow 

congregation in the hall;  Don Smith playing the organ; (Lois Allanson 

sister of the Reverend David Fry playing the piano for the Reflections 

Trio); Dawn Davies supplying and arranging the flowers; Jim and Gina 

Parslow acting as attendance recorders; most importantly, thanks to 

Pat’s daughters Rachel and Sherah for their careful putting together 

of the Liturgy, and their participation in the Service.  We extend to 

them the sympathy of the Parish family at this time. 

 

Mothers Union 

Our Mothers Union service and lunch on August 4th has 

unfortunately had to be postponed to another date sometime in the 

future. 

 

Face Masks 

Jim Parslow reports that face masks (packs of 50) are available at 

Office Works.  Proceeds of sale support St. John’s Ambulance. 


